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Ann Markusen, Markusen Economic Research Services

Anne Gadwa Nicodemus, Metris Arts Consulting

From Creative Placemaking

- See more at: http://arts.gov/grants-organizations/our-town#sthash.Ut6fqCnl.dpuf
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Public Art is a catalyst in some way in all examples in this palette. 
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Art driven placemaking can be transformative.
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Placemaking has been going on in the international district for some time. These 

projects are highlight that effort. It is important to acknowledge the work that has been 

done, so that we can build on community promises and success.

Mural video 
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Photo sourced from: Moises Gonzales
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TV spot on ID Trail: Video 2:07

ACHIEVE spot on ID Trail: video  4:21 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlHVqfTri_E
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Video 2:07
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Video 2:07
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Photo sourced from: 

https://www.facebook.com/ResourceCenterForRazaPlanning/photos_stream

UNM Students design and build the garden in 2012. 
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Building on existing assets: International District Public Art Interactive map details area 

public art. Orange dots refer to public art on the Albuquerque Public Art Interactive map. 

Screen shot from: http://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/public-art/public-art-in-

albuquerque/interactive-public-art-map/
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Some examples of public art in the International District
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Photos sourced from: http://www.flickr.com/photos/abqpublicart/
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Tactical Urbanism and other place based urban prototypes, happen in the boundaries 

between citizen engagement, planning and Art
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Started in San Francisco by Art/planning collaborative ReBar.

Parking Day ABQ 2013

Photo credit: Estacia Huddleston
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Photo sourced from: http://remikeable.com/remike-is/
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Evolving concepts include sit-stations along routes. Photo sourced from Walk Santa Fe 

Facebook page
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Austin Food Trucks 2012

Photo credit Estacia Huddleston
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Idea is prototyping urban interventions. Artists often lead this process.

Powell St Promanade- A Pedestrian Sidewalk extension in San Francisco, photo credit: 

Estacia Huddleston
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Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper- Short term action for long term change. Not designed to be a 

solution, but a response to lack of place. (Mike Lydon) Testing prototypes

Photo sourced from http://betterblock.org/
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Little Libraries suppor neighborlyness and literacy. Small Scale intervention. 

Pop- Ups can happen at any scale…

Photo sourced from: http://littlefreelibrary.org/gallery-of-little-free-libraries/

More examples:

http://www.treehugger.com/urban-design/made-in-lower-eastside-miLES-storefront-

transformer-pop-up-new-york-city.html

http://www.interboropartners.net/2013/rest-stop/
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Tudo de cor para você, Santa Marta, Rio de Janeiro (photo source: favelapainting.com)

Haas & Hahn
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http://www.phillypainting.org/

“This project is initiated by the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program, who employed 

Dutch artists Haas & Hahn through a residency program to realize a series of giant art 

interventions in different locations in the city, together with members of a community in 

North Philadelphia.”
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Photo sourced from Cityrepair.org
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Creating a Vision of place. 

Photo sourced from Monacaron.com
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Upcycling re-purposes material into new, better things. One of the things these 

strategies have in common is the creative re-use of resources in the community.

Garth Britzman

Photos sourced from: http://www.behance.net/gallery/%28POP%29culture/3874285
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CMG Landscape architects

Photo sourced from http://www.missionmission.org/2011/09/07/soma-parkmobiles-

profiled-by-the-la-times/
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Photo sourced from: http://www.spiegel.de/fotostrecke/photo-gallery-zurich-s-hipster-

heaven-fotostrecke-100085-5.html
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Abandoned house transformed into 100 person public space and performance space.
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Photo sourced from: http://www.land-lab.com/elevated_wetlands.html
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Photo sourced from 

https://picasaweb.google.com/DepavePDX/DepavePortlandCommunityCollege#589306

8726488314098
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http://stacylevy.com/installations/dendritic_decay_garden.php
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“Candy Chang is an artist who reimagines public spaces for introspection.” Low tech 

interventions to high tech connection.

“Making cities more emotional”
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Grew from Chang’s work…Lo tech and high tech solutions.

“What is Neighborland?

Neighborland is a new way for residents to collaborate with local organizations to take 

action on important issues. It’s free for residents to share their ideas and insights with 

organizations. Join the more than 350,000 people and 100 organizations working to 

make their cities and neighborhoods in the U.S. better” 
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“ioby is a crowd-resourcing platform for people who want to make positive change in 

their own neighborhoods.” http://ioby.org/

Photo sourced from:https://ioby.org/project/hampline

More on Chicago’s Infrastucture Trust: http://chi.streetsblog.org/2013/04/17/the-

chicago-infrastructure-trust-as-a-way-to-fund-big-public-projects/

More platforms: http://www.urenio.org/2012/09/04/fiv-platforms-for-crowdfunding-

civic-projects/
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This kind of placemaking can be done low tech and high tech, often the intitution

provides the high tech access. 

Community Wayfinding in Tucson neighborhood utilized local artists to create navigation 

point in underutilized roundabout. 

Photo credit: Estacia Huddleston
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http://hypercities.com/ “HyperCities is a collaborative research and educational 

platform for traveling back in time to explore the historical layers of city spaces in an 

interactive, hypermedia environment.”

Photo sourced from: http://hypercities.com/pdub/pdub-past/

39



Wayfinding is an emerging and often citizen led city intervention that adds to place. 

Wayfinding can take many forms. Citizens, cities and municipalities can customize their 

own wayfinding system with online tools. Signs are printed and shipped to your door. 

http://walkyourcity.org/. Walk Raleigh orgin

Creative Santa Fe
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“Artist Nina Honiball spent the first few months of 2009 working with the community in 

Bromley by Bow, in a project that aimed to encourage and enable people to work 

together to make a visible difference in their environment.

Makeshift is the result of this project - connecting ideas about public art and 

interventions, participation and community building, and narrative theory. By providing 

a new way for local people to meet, interact, and think about their environment, 

Makeshift offers a novel approach to involving the community in decisions that will 

affect their neighbourhood.” http://www.bbbc.org.uk/news.php/189/makeshift-project
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Email Michael Pride- NEA Cite Our Town-funding support provided by…
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